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1000 Brussels

Dear Sir/N{adam,

Subject: Own-initiative case against Norway for breach of EEA rules on public
procurement resulting from the direct award of a public contract on IT
services

The EFTA Surveillance Authority ("the Authority") has decided to open an investigation
on its own initiative conceming the award of a public contract on IT services, relating to
electronic patient journals, by the Northern Norway Regional Health Authority (Helse
Nord RHF) ("Helse Nord"). According to publicly available information, it appears that in
2003, Helse Nord awarded a public contract on IT services to DIPS ASA ("DIPS")
without launching a tender procedure.

It appears that subsequently, Helse Nord did launch a tender procedure for the provision of
IT services concerning electronic patient journals in 2011. The result of that tender
procedure was that DIPS was awarded the public contract again.

In order for the Authority to examine and assess the possibility of a breach of EEA rules
on public procurement, the Norwegian Government is invited to provide the following
information:

Confirmation that a public contract on IT services was in fact awarded to
DIPS by Helse Nord without launching a tender procedure in2003;

An explanation of the reasons for the award of the 2003 contract without
launching a tender procedure;

3. Confirmation that following the launch of a tender procedure in 2011
concerning the provision of IT services relating to electronic patient
journals, a public contract was awarded to DIPS;

Please provide any factual information regarding the 2011 tender procedure
(subject matter of the public contract, award criteria, number of
candidates/tenderers, identity of the tenderer the contract was awarded to,
number of applications for legal review, etc);

A copy of the contract concluded with DIPS in 2003, the contract
concluded with DIPS in20l1 and other relevant documentation; and
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6. Information relating to the current contactual relationship between Helse
Nord and DIPS.

The Norwegian Govemment is invited to submit the above information, as well as any
other information it deems relevant to the case, so that it reaches the Authority by 17
March 2015. Please enclose copies of relevant national legislation, including English
translations if available.
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